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Context

This paper is an outcome of the contributions & BRETES user group on “Common
Tool” for national accounts statistics constitutedanuary 2008. The group’s sole aim was
to reflect on the advantages and challenges ofjuimmon software for the compilation of
national accounts. The group therefore made contisiweferences to the ERETES software
used by several countries in Africa, Asia and L&tmerica as an example.

1. Introduction

1.1 Accordingly, the paper dwelt on the need faoamon tool for the computation of

national accounts either at the national, regi@mahternational levels. The purpose of the
National Accounts statistics is to present, in aherent and consistent manner
macroeconomic data about the working and performarfcan economy within a given

period. The measurements of all these variablasneq specific methodology as stipulated
by the 1993 System of National Accounts (SNA 98js in this regard the need of common
tool for the compilation of national accounts beeamecessary.

1.2 ERETES system is one example of such softvitaieboth a database and a tool for the
compilation of national accounts statistics anatesl indicators used by many several. The
module help with the organization of statisticatadasing the recommendation of SNA 93
to transform the inputs (available statistics esd@into output (results, particularly GDP)

1.3 This paper covered; challenges of national @uisoestimates in developing countries
and ii functions and characteristics of a commaoti for national account. The advantages
of common software like ERETES, challenges withithplementation of common tool and
v recommendations and conclusions are also includ#de report.

2. Challenges of national accounts estimates in developing
countries

2.1 The major challenges confronting the compiftatdd national accounts statistics in the
developing countries are inadequate human resouacd, of reliable data and poor
statistical management. Consequently, the accath@sacterized by delays in publication
and dissemination, obsolete base year and fewstablee integrity of the accounts is often
questionable because of lack of proper documemntafisources and methods.



3. Functions and Characteristics of a common tool for national
account

3.1 Control and Audit: two levels of control may tighlighted depending on the moment it
is effected (during or after data capture). Durihg data capture, the control is applied to
data coherence. After the capture, the controhithe exhaustiveness of the capture.

3.2 Data management: common tool software shoulde hthe capability of data
management, this function will make possible taiqren the task of data capture, analysis,
updating and publishing.

3.3 International software like ERETES should lexithle: The great diversity in parameters
and approaches of different countries should bkeatefd in the great need for software
flexibility. Any country at any level of statisticdevelopment can customize it to suit her
present circumstance; it permits the use of a congpitary tool and allows for the
decentralization of work.

3.4 Diversity: The software must be seen as a@iatffor calculating statistical indicators
related a particular national accounts estimateeiBity must also involve the type of
accounts to compute. The Supply and Use table mtegrited Economic Accounts should
be able to be computed from the software.

3.5 Data editing: This function allows the managetad a data library, simple or crossed
tables’ parameters. The outputs may be visualedted or exported to other software.

3.6 In-built international languages and othertezldunctions: The system should have in-
built comprehensive languages to allow its useifigrént countries. Related functions like
recording, Copy / paste, Data import / export, @alhelp, help must come especially
circumstantial (depending on ongoing task); ands&oy and index are also paramount.

3.7 Based on the group experience, ERETES softigardeal software to fast track the
implementation of SNA as it has met all the funetibcharacteristics and more.

4. Advantages of a Common Software (ERETES Experience)

4.1 Advantages at Regional and International Levels

4.1.1 Facilitate the production of comparable matloaccounts figures: The use of a

common tool for the computation of national accsuist certain to overcome problems

related to coverage and methodology. Thereforeysieeof common software guarantees the
regional and international institutions comparatdéonal accounts estimates.

4.1.2 Facilitate reliable estimates and a teacliogument: experts in national accounts
statistics and computer experts using the curreinilons and concepts as well as
respecting all the economic identities, for examgéeloped Common tools like ERETES.



4.1,3 Facilitate mass data analysis and timely @atiso Reliable computer software capable
of summarizing millions of records and producingetiable statistics to meet the current
national, regional and the international demandifoely and reliable national accounts.

4.1.4 Judicious use of scarce resource and timein@m software use by all countries in a
particular region becomes the regional software;rdgional institution may therefore take
up the responsibility for the acquisition, trainingaintenance and implementation of the
software.

4.2 Advantages at the Country Level

4.2.1 Promote regional cooperation and exchangeusie of common software facilitates
the sharing of best practice and program exchamgeng participating countries, thus
promoting regional and international cooperation.

4.2.2 Free Software at no costs to the member geantountries do not need to bother
about the cost of the software and training ag$at is a common tool, the regional
institutions or the international institutions widlot the bill.

4.2.3 Participatory approach to the developmentational accounts and software: one of
the major advantages of using common software edfefor a participating country is that
it provides a forum for democratic exchange of gdlea

4.2.4 Any country can participate: The softwaréiegible and could be customized, thus no
matter the stage of national statistical develogrtiecountry could still participate

4.2.5 Transparency of the work and division of laddsers of the ERETES result can
follow systematically the work of each national @eetant and what he did with data from
what source to produce a final table

5. Challenges with the implementation of a common tool

5.1 Prerequisite knowledge of national accountingpractice, it is important to make a
clear distinction between a helping tool, such &EEES and the methods for national
accounting. Common tool is not a substitute foingd national accountant and source data
availability. An effective use of the tool requireeme pre-requisite knowledge, relevant
detailed data and good management.

6. Recommendations and Conclusions

6.1 Common tool for the compilation of national @eots has numerous advantages at
country, regional and international levels, it Wkt track the implementation of the SNA
93 at the country level and guarantees the intiermat community a comparable GDP.

6.2 However, for the impact of the common softwéarebe felt, the international and
regional organization should institutionalized fhrerequisite training in national accounts
and other economic statistics.



6.3 At the country level, the basic data and humasource requirement should be
anticipated in advance and not to wait until ERET&® place.

6.4 Participatory and pragmatic approach to thelempntation of the software and SNA
93, participatory to enable the users and manadehe program dialogue and fine common
solution to problems and pragmatic by considerimgntry specificities.



